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StudentsÐ DonÕt forget to vote on November 3, 2009 for Mayor and 
City Council at a Kids Voting booth at a precinct near you or online at 

the Kids Voting Durham website  
 Ð and remind the adults in your life to vote as well!  

 
Your vote is your voice. 
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CITY COUNCIL WARD II CANDIDATES QUICK SUMMARY   
(full questionnaire responses attached) 
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Attorney  
 
Attended Howard University  
 
Ò[I want] to become more knowledgeable 
about local government. How to become a 
positive impact on the lives of local people.Ó 

Information Technolo gy 
 
Attended Northwestern State University and 
North Carolina State University in Raleigh.  

 
ÒI am exceedingly unhappy with the extremely 
slow process weÕve been making on securing 
our water supply, and IÕm deeply troubled by 
our persistence in the failed strategies of 
corporate welfare to improve our economy .Ó 
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ÒI was part of the process that established 
the Durham Youth CommissionÓ 
 
ÒIÕll work with City ManagerÕs Office to 
help create a Facebook process..Ó 

 

ÒIÕll listen to anyone who has an issue or an 
ideaÉDonÕt wait for other to ask for your 
opinion.Ó 
 
ÒThere is no shortage of information about our 
city available on the internet.  The city must put 
this information out in a way that has 
maximum accessibility for all citizens at the 
lowest cost.Ó 
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 ÒWhen sufficient revenue becomes available, I 
shall govern accordingly.Ó 

ÒI would fight to reduce property taxesÉthat 
make it difficultÉfor small businesses 
toÉprovide these environments.Ó 
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  ÒI use mass transit. A greater public safety 

presence is throughout transit systems is 
necessary to enhance safety concerns.Ó 

ÒIn the short term, I believe the best way to 
approach this is to get the police closer to the 
communities and neighborhoods by getting 
them out of their cars.Ó 
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ÒA portion of DurhamÕs revenue fund is 
dedicated to the arts. Because of DurhamÕs 
diversity all of the arts are important.Ó 

ÒI believe the best thing we can do to attracts 
the arts and artists is to establish a better 
reputation for a low cost o f living and an 
atmosphere that promotes experimentation in 
the arts.Ó 
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When I was young, swimming, hiking, and 
reading  
 
Favorite ice cream? Butter pecan. 

 
I am married with 7 children and 18 
grandchildren.  

ÔI read a lot of books (especially science 
fiction), played soccer, and played computer 
games a great deal.  In fact, these are still the 
things I do for fun today .Õ 
 
Favorite ice cream?  BryerÕs Strawberry  
 
ÒI am married and have a 15 year old son.Ó 

 



Kids Voting Durham  
2009 Youth Candidate Questionnaire  

Durham City Council Ward II Candidate (Incumbent)  
 
Name:  HOWARD CLEMENT  
 
Career: Attorney  
 
Schools attended: Howard University BA 1955; Howard University LLB 1960  
 
 

1. What are at least two specific reasons you want to serve in Durham City Gov ernment?  
 
To become more knowledgeable about local government.  How to become a positive impact in 
the lives of people. 
 

 
2. We, teens, want to be more involved in our community and want our leaders to ask us more 

often what we think when creating programs o r addressing issues for young people.  Tell 
us about ways you have involved DurhamÕs young people in local decision -making and 
community affairs and how you plan to do that in the future.     
 
I was part of the process that helped establish the Durham Youth Council. 
 

 
3. Young people need to know more about what our government does.  How would you make 

sure information about our City and its programs and services are getting out to young 
people?  Why do Durham City Departments not have Facebook pages since that  is one of 
the best ways to reach young people directly?  
 

a) see Question 2 
b) I will work with the City Managers office to help create a Facebook process. 

 
4. We feel like there need to be more safe recreation options for teens that are spread across 

Durham, not j ust centrally.  Do you have any plans to address that if elected or re -elected?   
 
Yes, when sufficient revenues become available I shall be governed accordingly. 

 
 

5. We would use public transportation more if it was safe, which would help us access more 
programs and be good for the environment.  How would you make public transportation 
safer? 
 
I use mass transit.  A greater public safety presence throughout the transit systems is necessary 
to enhance safety concerns. 

 
6. The arts are important to us.  How would  you invest in the arts in Durham?  What areas of 

arts do you think are most important?   
 
A portion of DurhamÕs general revenue fund is dedicated to the arts.  Because of DurhamÕs 
diversity all of the arts are important.  
 

 
7. What did you do for fun or extrac urricular activities when you were young?  

 
Swimming, hiking, reading.  



 
 
 

8. What is your favorite kind of ice cream?   
Chocolate.  And butter pecan. 

 
 

9. Are you married and do you have children or grandchildren?    
Yes.  I have 7 children (all are adults) and 18 grandchildren (36 years- 

 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

More information on Council Member Howard Clement and his candidacy for re-election can be found at: 
 
Howard ClementÕs Independent Weekly Questionnaire:  
http://www.indyweek.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A399666



Kids Voting Durham  
2009 Youth Candidate Questionnaire  

Durham City Council Ward II Candidate Matt Drew  
 

 
Name:  MATT DREW  
 
Career: Information Technology - I work for a small company that does website performance and load 
testing. 
 
Schools attended:  My father was in the Army, so the list of elementary, middle and high schools I've 
attended is longer than my arm.  Highlights include:  
- Westover Middle School in Fayetteville, North Carolina  
- Vicenza American High School in Vicenza, Italy  
- Monmouth Regional High School in Tinton Falls, New Jersey 
I went to college at Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, Louisiana, and North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh.  
 

1. What are at least two specific reasons you want to serve in Durham City Government?  
 

My two reasons are straightforward - I'm exceedingly unhappy with the extremely slow 
progress we've been making on securing our water supply, and I'm deeply troubled by our 
persistence in the failed strategies of corporate welfare to improve our economy. 

 
2. We, teens, want to be more involved in our community and want our leaders to ask us more 

often what we think when creating programs or addressing issues for young people.  Tell us 
about ways  you have involved DurhamÕs young people in local decision -making and 
community affairs and how you plan to do that in the future.  

 
Young people are no different than any other group in the city - I'll listen to anyone who has an 
issue or an idea, regardless of age or any other divisor.  I encourage you to actively participate: 
don't wait for others to ask for your opinion, but instead get out there, find a place where you 
can help, and get to work.  Actions speak much louder than words, and there is a great need for 
action in our city.  

 
3. Young people need to know more about what our government does.  How would you make 

sure information about our City and its programs and services are getting out to young 
people?  Why do Durham City Departments not have Faceb ook pages since that is one of the 
best ways to reach young people directly?  

 
There is no shortage of information about our city available on the internet.  The city must put 
this information out in a way that has maximum accessibility for all citizens at the lowest cost; 
that way, right now, is the city website, not Facebook.  Be active!  Stop waiting for people to 
reach out to you, and start reaching out yourself.  

 
4. We feel like there need to be more safe recreation options for teens that are spread across  

Durham, not just centrally.  Do you have any plans to address that if elected or re -elected? 
 

Yes - I would fight to reduce property taxes, sales taxes, and zoning restrictions that make it 
difficult or impossible for the small businesses to survive that can provide these environments.  
Businesses such as karate dojos, after-school programs, and sports leagues often operate on thin 
margins (or none at all);  regulations and taxes have a direct and immediate effect on their 
ability to start up and remain vi able. 

 



5. We would use public transportation more if it was safe, which would help us access more 
programs and be good for the environment.  How would you make public transportation 
safer? 

 
In the short term, I believe the best way to approach this is to get the police closer to the 
communities and neighborhoods by getting them out of their cars.  There shouldn't be any 
reason why police officers cannot ride the bus sometimes as part of their patrols. 
 
However,  I feel compelled to note that many of the safety  and security issues with mass transit 
are intrinsic to the design of mass transit and particularly bus systems - waiting at bus stops, for 
example.  Given the financial and operational problems that government -run mass transit is 
facing in Durham, I think  we need to look at alternatives, such as using those resources to make 
the city much more bike -friendly.  

 
6. The arts are important to us.  How would you invest in the arts in Durham?  What areas of 

arts do you think are most important?  
 

I believe the best thing we can do to attracts the arts and artists is to establish a better reputation 
for a low cost of living and an atmosphere that promotes experimentation in the arts.  The best 
way to do this is to lower property taxes, sales taxes, remove zoning regulations that make 
housing more expensive and isolate people from each other, and relax the regulations that make 
it hard to run a small shop out of your home.  

 
7. What did you do for fun or extracurricular activities when you were young?  
 

I read a lot of books (especially science fiction), played soccer, and played computer games a 
great deal.  In fact, these are still the things I do for fun today, when I'm not having fun running 
for office or being involved in politics.  

 
8. What is your favorite kind of ice cream ? 
 

For American ice cream, I favor Bryers Natural Strawberry, as I like the large chunks of 
strawberry.  For Italian gelato, I favor straight chocolate, and for sorbet I like blackberry.  

 
9. Are you married and do you have children or grandchildren?  
 

I've been married for nine years and have a 15 year old adopted son. 
 

 
 
 

 
More information on Matt Drew and his candidacy for City Council can be found at: 
 
Matt Drew for City Council (candidate website)  
http://electmattdr ew.org/  
 
Matt Drew Independent Weekly Questionnaire:  
http://www.indyweek.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A399649  
 
 
 


