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StudentsÐ DonÕt forget to vote on November 3, 2009 for Mayor and 
City Council at a Kids Voting booth at a precinct near you or online at 

the Kids Voting Durham website  
 Ð and remind the adults in your life to vote as well!  

 
Your vote is your voice. 
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CITY COUNCIL WARD II CANDIDATES QUICK SUMMARY   
(full questionnaire responses attached) 
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University Administor, Duke University and 
Health System 

 
Attended Duke University.  

 
ÒIn 2005, I made a very simple promise to the 
citizens of Durham Ñ that IÕd be a councilman 
they could be proud of. Four years later, IÕve 
made good on that promise.Ó 

Owner, NOAH IT, LCC  
 
Attended NJ School System, George 
Washington Univeristy  

 
ÒI believe that my hands on experience as a 
business owner in addition to my educational 
and career experiences uniquely qualify me for 
a seat on the City Council.Ó 
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ÒBefore I was elected to Council, I was 
involved in a number of organizations that 
interacted with DurhamÕs young people on 
regular basis. Since I have been on Council, I 
have continued those interactions.Ó 

 
ÒI have taken the lead in providing more 
communications to residents. . . I urged the 
creation of a weekly email from the 
Administration, which the new City Manager 
implemented. Anyone may sign up to receive it 
by visiting  the CityÕs website.Ó 

 

ÒI would meet regularly with youth groups to 
better understand the needs of DurhamÕs 
teenagers.Ó 
 
ÒI would ensure that Durham city government 
maintains, within budgetary constraints, up to 
date, intuitive websites that are accessible to 
those with disabilities .Ó 
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ÒWe have identified those parts of the city 
that are underserved with recreation options. I 
will support filling in these gaps before we 
provide more facilities in areas that are better 
served.Ó 

ÒIf elected to City Council I would encourage, 
within budgetary constraints, the construction 
of recreation centers and parks where 
needed.Ó 
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  ÒA few years ago, the City increased patrols 

on the DATA buses. This has greatly 
increased the safety for bus riders. I support 
continuing this funding..Ó  

ÒAs a City Council member I would take the 
safety of DurhamÕs public transportation 
system extremely seriously.  Every Durham 
citizen has the right to enjoy the use of this 
system without fear of harm or intimidation .Ó 
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ÒI would like to return to a program where the 
City would dedicate funds for the arts and 
allow an informed citizensÕ panel to select 
those arts groups that receive funding.Ó 

ÒAs a City Council member I would prefer that 
private non -profit arts organizatio ns and for 
profit businesses take the lead in sponsoring arts 
programs.Ó 
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I played sports, enjoyed reading, and was 
active in my hometownÕs youth theatre group. 
 
Favorite ice cream? Coffee, Coffee 
BuzzBuzzBuzz 

 
I have been married to Sarah for 20 years. 

ÔGrowing up I enjoyed riding my bike, fishing, 
camping with my family, and spending time 
with friends .Õ 
 
Favorite ice cream?  Chocolate Chip Cookie 
Dough Ice Cream  

 
ÒI am married and we have a son..Ó 

 



Kids Voting Durham  
2009 Youth Candidate Questionnaire  

Durham City Council Ward III Candidate Mike Woodard (Incumbent)  
 
Name:  MIKE WOODARD  
 
Career: University Administrator, Duke University and Health System  
 
Schools attended: Duke University  
 
1. What are at least two specific reasons you want to serve  in Durham City Government?  
In 2005, I made a very simple promise to the citizens of DurhamÑ that IÕd be a councilman they could 
be proud of. Four years later, IÕve made good on that promise. 
 
Our city has made great strides over the past four years, and IÕm proud to have played a leadership 
role in helping us reach new heights. Yet we have much more to do, and I would like to continue to serve 
the citizens of Durham in making our city even greater.  
 
ThatÕs why I would like to continue serving you and the other residents of Durham.  In 2005, I pledged 
to work on four major issues. IÕve listed them and some of the accomplishments weÕve made. 
A Safer Durham  
¥ Finding short -term and long -term solutions to crime  

¥ The increasing gang problem 
¥ Co-founded Durham Mentori ng Alliance  

¥ Making our streets and sidewalks safe to travel on 
¥ Fought to maintain Safe Streets lighting program 
¥ Fought for pedestrian - and bike-friendly streets  

¥ Providing adequate resources for our police officers and firefighters  
¥ Fought for police officer  and firefighter pay plans  
¥ Fought for increased overtime pay 

 
An Economically Viable Durham  
¥ Spreading economic development to all parts of the city 

¥ Served on DDI Board of Directors 
¥ Fought for dedicated Neighborhood Revitalization Fund  
¥ Worked for enhanced transportation service, especially bus service 

¥ Investing in our neglected infrastructure  
¥ Fought for dedicated line item for deferred maintenance  
¥ Fought for street repair line item in General Fund  

¥ Providing affordable housing  
¥ Supported Òhalf-cent for housingÓ funds, even during tight budget years 

¥ Smart growth principles  
¥ EEUDO Committee 
¥ Two years as chairman of JCCPC 

 
A Cleaner, Greener Durham  
¥ More effective waste management policies 

¥ Fought for comprehensive solid waste program  
¥ Especially elimination of fee -based yard waste program 
¥ First steps of comprehensive program 

¥ Fought for new recycling program  
¥ Advocated for elimination of dumpster service  

¥ Cleaner streets and public spaces 
¥ Led the fight to eliminate for -profit clothing bins that cause clutter and take awa y from non -

profit agencies and ministries  
¥ Fought for tougher controls on abandoned shopping carts  



¥ Decrease of 50 percent 
¥ Fought for increased funding for park clean up  

¥ Energy efficient buildings and services that save tax dollars 
 
More Effective Leadership  
¥ More accessible to all citizens 
¥ Improved attendance at Council meetings and other public functions  

¥ Perfect attendance record to meetings; only missed two breakfasts 
¥ Restoring accountability and confidence in city government  
 
Two additional goals I will wo rk on during 2009 -2013 include: 
¥ Comprehensive Mass Transit Plan 
¥ Enhanced Bicycle and Pedestrian Amenities 
 
2. We, teens, want to be more involved in our community and want our leaders to ask us more 
often what we think when creating programs or addressing iss ues for young people.  Tell us about 
ways you have involved DurhamÕs young people in local decision -making and community affairs 
and how you plan to do that in the future.  
Before I was elected to Council, I was involved in a number of organizations that in teracted with 
DurhamÕs young people on regular basis. Since I have been on Council, I have continued those 
interactions. 
 
As the CouncilÕs liaison to the Human Relations Commission, I was active in creating the commissionÕs 
Junior Commissioners program. These young leaders are a part of our regular meetings, where we engage 
them in various issues that come before the City. 
 
3.  Young people need to know more about what our government does.  How would you 
make sure information about our City and its programs an d services are getting out to young 
people?  Why do Durham City Departments not have Facebook pages since that is one of the best 
ways to reach young people directly?  
I have taken the lead in providing more communications to residents, so I am very familia r with the 
ways the City shares information.  
 
Let me address the Facebook question first. I have asked this question, and the CityÕs attorneys have 
advised us that providing a Facebook page with a great deal of interactivity would open the City up 
for possible litigation if improper things were posted by site visitors. While Facebook is probably not 
an option, the City needs to explore what other social media would best serve residentsÕ needs. 
 
I urged the creation of a weekly email from the Administration,  which the new City Manager 
implemented. Anyone may sign up to receive it by visiting the CityÕs website.  I also championed the 
CityÕs relatively new SpeakersÕ Bureau, which brings City officials and employees into various settings 
to explain their work, address concerns, and answer questions. School groups or any other group may 
contact the CityÕs Public Affairs office to schedule a speaker. 
 
Perhaps most importantly, I frequently visit our schools, recreation centers, and other gathering places 
to meet with young people to hear their concerns and share with them information about their city 
government. 
 
4. We feel like there need to be more safe recreation options for teens that are spread across 
Durham, not just centrally.  Do you have any plans to address that if elected or re -elected? 
Yes. The City Council and Administration have begun looking at the location of future recreation 
centers and other facilities. We have identified those parts of the city that are underserved with 
recreation options. I will su pport filling in these gaps before we provide more facilities in areas that are 
better served.   
 
I will also support funding for programs that will keep our recreation centers open for more evening and 
weekend times. 
 



5.We would use public transportation mo re if it was safe, which would help us access more 
programs and be good for the environment.  How would you make public transportation safer?  
After a couple of incidents on DATA buses a few years ago, the City increased patrols on the DATA 
buses. This has greatly increased the safety for bus riders. I support continuing this funding.  
 
Another thing that keeps buses safe is having more people on them. Criminals are less likely to commit 
crimes in places where they are more likely to be seen. To get more people on the buses, the City needs 
to offer more routes and decrease the wait time between buses.  The City should also work with other 
governments in the Triangle area to implement new forms of mass transit, enabling students like you to 
be able to visit other communities. 
 
6. The arts are important to us.  How would you invest in the arts in Durham?  What areas of 
arts do you think are most important?  
I canÕt pick one area of the arts that is most important to me; thatÕs like choosing your favorite child. 
My wi fe and I regularly attend concerts of all kinds of music, Broadway shows at the DPAC, and 
dance and local theatre group performances. We also frequent area museums and galleries, as well as 
own a large collection of North Carolina pottery.  
 
The City has made significant investments in the arts, as we own the DPAC, the Carolina Theatre, and 
the Durham Arts Council on behalf of the citizens of Durham and contract for their management. 
Additionally, the CityÕs budget regularly includes funding for the Full Fra me Festival and the Hayti 
Heritage Center. 
 
For a number of years, the Non-City Agency program has supported many arts organizations, 
especially grass roots groups. Moving forward, I would like to return to a program where the City 
would dedicate funds for  the arts and allow an informed citizensÕ panel to select those arts groups that 
receive funding. This would remove most of the political wrangling for these funds that has gone on in 
the past. In the mid-1990s, I served as chairman of the City Arts Grants Panel, which served such a 
function.  
 
I would also like for the Council to consider a dedicated amount of funding for public art in City -
owned and maintained buildings.  
 
7. What did you do for fun or extracurricular activities when you were young?  
I played sports, enjoyed reading, and was active in my hometownÕs youth theatre group. 
 
8. What is your favorite kind of ice cream?  
Coffee, Coffee BuzzBuzzBuzz 
 
9. Are you married and do you have children or grandchildren?  
I have been married to Sarah for 20 years. We do not have children, but the three dogs weÕve had 
(Fannie, Emma, and now Lillie) have been like our daughters. We are very close to our niece and 
nephew (also our godson) who live in Raleigh, and we enjoy outings with them.  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
More information on Council Member Mike Woodard and his candidacy for re-election can be found at: 
 
Mike Woodard for City Council (Candidate Web Site)   
http:/ /www.mikewoodard.com/  
 
Mike WoodardÕs Independent Weekly Questionnaire: 
http://www.indyweek.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A399661  
 
Mike Woodard on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mike -Woodard/54190045694



Kids Voting Durham  
2009 Youth Candidate Questionnaire  

Durham City Council Ward III Candidate Alan Polak  
 

 
Name:  ALAN POLAK  
 
Career: Career: Owner of NOAH IT, LLC, an Information Technology support provider focusing on the 
needs of small business and non-profit organizations.  
 
Schools attended: NJ School System Elementary/Middle/High School; Friends World Program; 
George Washington University  
 
1.  What are at least two specific reasons you want to serve in Durham City Government?  
I believe that my hands on experience as a business owner in addition to my educational and career 
experiences uniquely qualify me for a seat on the City Council.   I have a wife and son and I would like 
to make Durham a better place for them and all of our cityÕs residents. 
 
My interest in politics began when I was a young c hild.  When I was in middle school my father took 
me on a trip to Washington, DC which deepened my fascination with politics and government.  This 
interest was further enhanced by a 7th grade civics class I took which was taught by Mr. John 
Longshaw.  He frequently encouraged his students to debate various political topics.  Running for 
Durham City Council is the culmination of a dream I have had since I was a child to be participate in 
government. 
 
2.  We, teens, want to be more involved in our community a nd want our leaders to ask us more often 
what we think when creating programs or addressing issues for young people.  Tell us about ways 
you have involved DurhamÕs young people in local decision -making and community affairs and 
how you plan to do that in t he future.  
As a City Council Member I would strongly consider the opinions of DurhamÕs youth when making 
decisions regarding youth programs and when considering other issues that impact young people.  I 
would meet regularly with youth groups to better unde rstand the needs of DurhamÕs teenagers.  
Additionally, I would encourage students to become involved in volunteer activities around Durham 
and to involve themselves in student government.  Further, if internship positions do not exist for 
young people with in Durham City government I would explore the possibility of creating such 
positions. 
 
3. Young people need to know more about what our government does.  How would you make sure 
information about our City and its programs and services are getting out to yo ung people?  Why do 
Durham City Departments not have Facebook pages since that is one of the best ways to reach 
young people directly?  
I would ensure that Durham city government maintains, within budgetary constraints, up to date, 
intuitive websites that a re accessible to those with disabilities.  These sites should contain, and already 
do to an extent, information on current projects, city ordinances, and planned projects and votes.  I 
would encourage transparency and timeliness in informing citizens of th e activities of Durham city 
government.  Information can also be made available in person, at town-hall style meetings which I 
would be happy to participate in.  
 
Regarding Facebook, I am not a current member of the City Council and I cannot account for the lack of 
a Facebook page.  This is a decision made by my opponent and the other Council members.  Facebook 
is an important part of my campaign, http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=144803430291  
 
4.  We feel like there need to be more safe recreation optio ns for teens that are spread across 
Durham, not just centrally.  Do you have any plans to address that if elected or re -elected? 
Yes, I believe that safe recreation is a right for all of DurhamÕs residents, and it should not be limited to 
certain areas.  If elected to City Council I would encourage, within budgetary constraints, the 



construction of recreation centers and parks where needed.  I would support using funds to maintain 
existing recreation areas and to improve them.   
 
In addition, I would encour age DurhamÕs youth to participate in after-school programs and I would 
vote to allocate funds to support such programs.  When I was growing up I took part in Police Athletic 
League and school sponsored sports programs and I believe I benefited greatly. 
 
5.  We would use public transportation more if it was safe, which would help us access more 
programs and be good for the environment.  How would you make public transportation safer?  
I am not aware of serious safety issues with DurhamÕs public transportation system; however when I 
asked for clarification on this question I was told that the concerns primarily regard DurhamÕs bus 
system and that students spoke of Òunruly individuals at the (old) downtown bus station.Ó  
 
As a City Council member I would take the  safety of DurhamÕs public transportation system extremely 
seriously.  Every Durham citizen has the right to enjoy the use of this system without fear of harm or 
intimidation.  I would work with Durham law enforcement and the transportation authority to id entify 
problem areas and move quickly to correct them.  Posting additional police at problem stations is one 
specific method I would encourage.  I donÕt believe that there is any acceptable level of crime that 
DurhamÕs residents should be expected to tolerate. 
 
6.  The arts are important to us.  How would you invest in the arts in Durham?  What areas of arts do 
you think are most important?  
While I also believe in the importance of the arts, I would not regularly encourage investment of city 
funds in arts p rograms.  As a City Council member I would prefer that private non -profit arts 
organizations and for profit businesses take the lead in sponsoring arts programs. 
 
I believe that all areas of the arts are valuable, from music to graphic design.  Art is everywhere we 
look and it greatly benefits our society.  
 
7.  What did you do for fun or extracurricular activities when you were young?  
Growing up I enjoyed riding my bike, fishing, camping with my family, and spending time with 
friends.  In elementary school I was a member of the chess club and later I was a member of the 
wrestling team and a member of the track team as both a distance and sprint runner.  I also studied 
martial arts in middle and high school and studied Shaolin Kung Fu in China while attending  college. 
 
I also enjoyed traveling and spent three months abroad while in high school and traveled extensively 
while in college spending one year in the Middle East, one year in China, and one semester in India. 
 
8.  What is your favorite kind of ice crea m? 
Chocolate chip cookie dough ice cream 
 
9.  Are you married and do you have children or grandchildren?  
I am married to a wonderful woman I met in college and we have a son.  
 
 
More information on Alan Polak and his candidacy for City Council can be found at: 
 
Alan Polak for City Council (candidate website)  
http://allanpolak.com/  
 
Alan Polak Independent Weekly Questionnaire:  
http://www.indyweek. com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A399893  
 
Alan Polak on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=144803430291 
 


