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Students Ð DonÕt forget to vote on November 3, 2009 for Mayor and 
City Council at a Kids Voting booth at a precinct near you or online at 

the Kids Voting Durham website  
 Ð and remind the adults in your life to vote as well!  

 
Your vote is your voice. 
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919/560-7321 
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 MAYORAL CANDIDATES QUICK SUMMARY  
(full questionnaire responses attached) 
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William V. ÒBillÓ Bell  

 

Steven Williams  
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Retired IBM Electrical Engineer;  Presently 
Executive VP/CEO, UDI/Community 
Development Corporation; Mayor.  
 
Attended public schools in Winston -Salem; 
Howard University; New York University  
 
ÒI enjoy working to make our city better for 
all persons É and  I would like to continue 
[providing leadership].Ó  

North & South America Logistics & Traffic 
Manager 
 
Attended George Watts, Brogden Middle, 
Hillside High, Saint AugustineÕs College 

 
ÒI want to bring excitement, fun and prosperity 
back to the citizens of Durham by attracting 
more diverse businesses to our lovely city.Ó 
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ÒI have supported the establishment of a 
youth commission É [and] as a result of 
that input the city will soon be opening a 
Teen Center É and  É skate board rink. Ó 
 
ÒI É invite any young person who would 
like to meet with me to call my office or 
invite me to speak to their classes.  É Young 
people É can also attend our city council 
meetings or view them on cable TV.Ó 

 

ÒUnder my leadership, I would have quarterly 
Ôtown hallÕ meetings with just the youth of 
Durham..[Their] responses/suggestions will be 
shared with the City/County.Ó  
 
ÒI do believe that some city departments 
should be more informative.  É Durham needs 
to take more advantage of the Community 
Centers and schools along with social site 
usage.Ó 
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ÒWe want all people to feel safe and secure 
when using our Parks and Recreation 
Centers and we welcome input on ways that 
you think would make them safer.Ó 

ÒCommunity centers serve as an outlet for 
youth to express themselves in a safe and 
constructive manner. It would be my duty as 
your elected official, to ensure these centers are 
secure.Ó 
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  ÒIn general I am of the opinion that our 

public transportation system is safe.Ó 
ÒIÕd partner with the Durham Police 
Department to strengthen the visibility of 
officers.Ó 
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ÒI [think] that the arts are important and 
that is why the city council invests and 
supports the Durham Arts Council, the 
Carolina Theatre, É Durham Performing 
Arts Center É and recreatio n centers.Ó 

ÒI along with the City Council will challenge 
the Parks & Recreation to establish more 
programs that cater to the arts, at each 
Community Center.Ó 
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I played baseball, tennis, the trumpet and 
enjoyed reading.Ó 
 
Favorite ice cream?  ÒVanilla.Ó 
 
ÒI am married and my wife and I are the 
parents of four children. We have two 
granddaughters.Ó 

I played football, basketball, and ran track.  I 
still play all of these sports now, but at a 
much slower pace. ! Ó 
 
Favorite ice cream?  GoodberryÕs  
 
ÒI have marriage plans underway for 2010.Ó 

 



Kids Voting Durham  
2009 Youth Candidate Questionnaire  

Durham Mayor Candidate Bill Bell (Incumbent)  
 
 

 
Name: WILLIAM V. ÒBILLÓ BELL 
 
Career:  

¥ Retired Ibm Electrical Engineer;  
¥ Presently Executive Vice-President/C hief Operating Officer Of Udi/Community Development 

Corporation;  And  Mayor Of The City Of Durham, Nc  
 

Schools attended:  
¥ Public Schools In Winston-Salem, Nc 
¥ B.S./Electrical Engineering  From Howard University , Washington, Dc  
¥ M.S./Electrical Engineer From New York University, New York, N.Y.  

 
 

1. What are at least two specific reasons you want to serve in Durham City Government?  
I enjoy working to make our city better for all persons and the ÒOffice of the MayorÓ provides 
me with an opportunity to help make those types of contributions. 

 
As Mayor I think that I have provided the leadership and championed many efforts which have 
made Durham a better city and I would like to continue those efforts.  

 
 

2. We, teens, want to be more involved in our community and wan t our leaders to ask us more 
often what we think when creating programs or addressing issues for young people.  Tell 
us about ways you have involved DurhamÕs young people in local decision -making and 
community affairs and how you plan to do that in the fut ure. 
I have supported the establishment of a youth commission which affords many of our young 
people an opportunity to participate and gives them a forum to provide input to the city 
council on various issues.  As a result of that input the city will soon be opening a Teen Center 
at Lyon Park Recreation Center and in November we will be opening a skate board rink in 
downtown Durham.  The MayorÕs Summer Youth program also provides an opportunity for 
young people to obtain summer employment. As Mayor I would continue to support programs 
that provide our young people with an opportunity provide input to the city council on issues 
that they feel are important. Additionally I spend a great deal of time visiting our schools to 
speak with students. 
 

 
3. Young people n eed to know more about what our government does.  How would you make 

sure information about our City and its programs and services are getting out to young 
people?  Why do Durham City Departments not have Facebook pages since that is one of 
the best ways to reach young people directly?  
I would invite any young person who would like to meet with me to call my office (919 -560-
4333) or invite me to speak to their classes. If young people are interested in city government 
they can also attend our city council meetings or view them on cable TV.  The city 
administration is developing policies that govern the types of internet programs that are 
allowed on city computers. In general the city computers should only be used for work related 
business and not social network programs such as face book. 

 
 
 
 



4. We feel like there need to be more safe recreation options for teens that are spread across 
Durham, not just centrally.  Do you have any plans to address that if elected or re -elected? 
We are presently reviewing our Park s and Recreation Centers to determine what needs to be 
done differently and if there is a need for additional recreation centers. We would welcome any 
input that young people might have on how to improve our Park and Recreation Centers. We 
want all people to feel safe and secure when using our Parks and Recreation Centers and we 
welcome input on ways that you think would make them safer.  

 
5. We would use public transportation more if it was safe, which would help us access more 

programs and be good for the en vironment.  How would you make public transportation 
safer? 
In general I am of the opinion that our public transportation system is safe and if there are 
examples of where you think it is not safe we would greatly appreciate you sharing those 
examples with  the city council, so that we can address those concerns. 

 
 

6. The arts are important to us.  How would you invest in the arts in Durham?  What areas of 
arts do you think are most important?  
I agree that the arts are important and that is why the city council  invests and supports the 
Durham Arts Council, the Carolina Theatre and we just built the Durham Performing Arts 
Center, as well as supporting arts programs in our recreation centers.  I would not care to say 
which areas of the arts are most important. Two of my daughters are dancers and teach dance 
and one has created her own dance company, but I also enjoy the performing arts, and music. It 
just depends on what your interest are as to which areas of art are most important to the 
individual.  

 
7. What did you do for fun or extracurricular activities when you were young?  

I played baseball, tennis, the trumpet and enjoyed reading.  
 

8. What is your favorite kind of ice cream?  
Vanilla  

 
9. Are you married and do you have children or grandchildren?  

I am married and my wif e and I are the parents of four children (3 daughters and a 1 son). We 
have two (2) granddaughters. 

 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

More information on Mayor Bill Bell and his candidacy for re-election can be found at: 
 
Re-elect Bill Bell for Mayor (candidate website)  
http://www.billbellformayor.com/  
 
Bill BellÕs Independent Weekly Questionnaire: 
http://www.indyweek.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A39960 7 
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Durham Mayor Candidate Steve Williams  
 

 
Name:  STEVEN WILLIAMS  
 
Career: North & South America Logistics & Traffic Manager  
 
Schools attended: George Watts, Brogden Middle, Hillside High and Saint Aug ustineÕs 
                                College 
 

1. What are at least two specific reasons you want to serve in Durham City Government?  
There were several great Durham citizens that were important in my life growing up.  People like 
Russell Blunt, Dr. Brenda Armstrong, and Durham Striders Head Coach Frank Davis to name a 
few.  They inspired me to do the best I could in academics, sports and in life.  Those values fuel 
me now as I intend on instilling the same in the youth of Durham.  Secondly, our city has no t 
been as active since 1987 when the tobacco factories closed.  I want to bring excitement, fun and 
prosperity back to the citizens of Durham by attracting more diverse businesses to our lovely 
city.  These businesses will cater to all of our individual an d family desires. More diverse 
businesses equals more opportunities for employment for each citizen and a fulfilling family 
environment.  

 
2. We, teens, want to be more involved in our community and want our leaders to ask us more 

often what we think when crea ting programs or addressing issues for young people.  Tell 
us about ways you have involved DurhamÕs young people in local decision -making and 
community  affairs and how you plan to do that in the future.   
Under my leadership, I would have quarterly Òtown ha llÓ meetings with just the youth of 
Durham.  In these meetings weÕll discuss educational needs, health, and leisure 
activities/amenities.  These responses/suggestions will be shared with the City/County 
Councils to ensure that the youthÕs interests are adequately addressed. 

 
3. Young people need to know more about what our government does.  How would you make 

sure information about our City and its programs and services are getting out to young 
people?  Why do Durham City Departments not have Facebook pages si nce that is one of 
the best ways to reach young people directly?  
I do believe that some city departments should be more informative and such sites as Facebook 
are great references as well.  Durham needs to take more advantage of the Community Centers 
and schools to distribute brochures/events fliers along with social site usage.  

 
4. We feel like there need to be more safe recreation options for teens that are spread across 

Durham, not just centrally.  Do you have any plans to address that if elected or re -elected? 
If elected, I would immediately place this as a mandate to the Council and have ongoing 
meetings with the Durham Police Department to identify ways of providing a safe atmosphere 
at DurhamÕs centers.  Community centers serve as an outlet for youth to express themselves in a 
safe and constructive manner.  It would be my duty as your elected official, to ensure these 
centers are secure. 

 
5. We would use public transportation more if it was safe, which would help us access more 

programs and be good for the e nvironment.  How would you make public transportation 
safer?  
Under my leadership, IÕd partner with the Durham Police Department to strengthen the 
visibility of officers (walking /bike patrols) in the public transit areas.  The more visible an 
officer in t hese areas the less likely negative events will occur.  Therefore, allowing citizens to 
move freely and safely to their destinations.  



 
 

6. The arts are important to us.  How would you invest in the arts in Durham?   
What areas of arts do you think are most im portant?   
Under my leadership, I along with the City Council will challenge the Parks & Recreation to 
establish more programs that caters to the arts, at each Community Center.  IÕd also encourage 
Durham citizens and local artists to donate their time in a rts awareness events.  

 
7. What did you do for fun or extracurricular activities when you were young?  

I played football, basketball, and ran track.  I still play all of these sports now but at a much 
slower pace !  

 
8. What is your favorite kind of ice cream?   

GoodberryÕs (frozen custard) !!  Vanilla Concrete with strawberries, bananas, and caramel 
mixed in.  Please do not tell my doctorÉ  

 
9. Are you married and do you have children or grandchildren?  

IÕm not married nor do I have kids but marriage plans are underway for 2010.   
 
 
 
 

 
More information on Steve Williams and his candidacy for mayor can be found at: 
 
Steve Williams for Mayor (candidate website)  
http://stevenwilliamsformayor.com/  
 
Steve Williams Independent Weekly Questionnaire:  
http://www.indyweek.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A399671  
 
 
 


